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“Photography is a reality so subtle that it becomes more real than reality.”

Alfred Stieglitz

The Pictorial List was launched in January 2020 out of a profound desire

to nurture and celebrate a global community of photographers and visual

storytellers. Our mission is to support photographers worldwide giving them

a creative platform to share their unique photographic expressions. We delve

into the multifaceted realm of photography, exploring its intricacies and
magnificence seen through the lens.

Pictorialism was an international photography movement that began in the late 1860s and

lasted until the early 1900s. Emphasizing photography’s artistic and interpretive qualities over

its documentary standards, Pictorialists aimed to reshape society’s perception of photography.

They believed in the artistry inherent in the medium, using composition, color, and technique
to evoke emotion and imagination.

The Photo-Secession movement, founded by Alfred Stieglitz in New York in 1902, aimed

to promote photography as a legitimate art form, bringing Pictorialism one step further,

establishing photography as a distinct medium with its own unique characteristics and aesthetic

principles. The legacy of the Pictorialists endures, inspiring present and future generations to
embrace the artistry inherent in photography.

The Pictorial List and our community of ingenious photographers have flourished. As

we have nurtured and supported our artists, giving them opportunities to grow, they have

strengthened our foundation in return. Our global outreach embraces a diverse cross-section

of photographers whose images help define the direction of photography across a broad
spectrum of genres in the contemporary art world.

New York City has been considered the ‘Melting Pot’ of the world, is home to over 8.4 million
residents from 200 countries, not to mention the 61.8 million tourists in 2023. You can blend in
like a chameleon in New York; even as a tourist, you are among hundreds of thousands of friends.

The Pictorial List has seized the days of inspirational New York photography, highlighting

some of the absolute best photographers. In the city that never sleeps, there is never a dull

moment, and the perfect frame can be found everywhere. This draws photographers from

all over the world, while creating new photographers of that day in those moments. There

is always a camera or a phone pointed in one direction or another; the camera has become a
common thread integrated into the very fabric of the city.

The early Pictorialists in New York planted the seeds that took root and were passionately

nurtured, which have grown into The Pictorial List of today. This subtle reality is the common

thread intricately woven into the vibrant tapestry of the city, creating a new reality for The
Pictorial List, making the Big Apple the perfect place to launch our first art book.

As we continue to grow, so too will our international journey, sharing our support giving our
photographers a clear voice, expanding our community of Pictorialists.

MELANIE MEGGS & KAREN GHOSTLAW POMARICO - the awtirors
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EXPOSED

Photography by Bill Lacey

and Karen Ghostlaw Pomarico

Words by Karen Ghostlaw Pomarico

We often wonder and ask ourselves what inspires a
photographer to visualize the world around them,
translating what they see as an expression of their
creative and critical thinking process. We wanted
to answer this question by getting a more intimate
look into what ignites the passion of a New York
photographer, inspiring them to create great work.
We thought immediately of the huge personality
that is taking New York by storm these days with her
outrageously brilliant photography — one of New
YorK’s finest visual storytellers, the extraordinary and
quirky Meryl Meisler.

Meryl is a native New Yorker. She was born in the
Bronx, grew up in Massapequa, Long Island, and lived
and worked in New York City as a freelance illustrator
before transitioning to full-time employment as an
educator in the NYC public schools, teaching art
(photography, traditional art media, digital art) with
students in grades 4-12. Meryl retired from teaching
in 2010 and now resides with her wife, Patricia Jean
O’Brien, and their dog, Via. They bounce between
their home in Manhattan and their woodland retreat
nestled in the foothills of the southern Catskill
Mountains in New York State. New York is Meryl’s
community, her family, and her extended family of
friends. The importance of family, loyalty to friends,
and admiration for all the people in her community
become evident the moment you step foot out of the
car and into a looking glass enchanted by art. You are
greeted by a gatekeeper with an iron rod sculpted body
and a deep-sea diving helmet made of shiny brass and
copper for the head, with welcoming hands facing up.
A wonderland of whimsical plasticine self-portraits
borders the gardens leading to the front door, where
Meryl’s wife, Patricia, graciously opens the door,
welcoming us into their enchanting home.
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‘Self—Portrair, Tap Dancing with Mom, North Massapequa, NY, January 1975’
@ Meryl Meisler
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« ‘Darkroom Angel Self-Portrait, Woodstock, NY July 2023 (cropped)
@ Meryl Meisler

‘Self—Portmir, A Falling Star, North Massapequa, NY January 1975
@ Meryl Meisler

ARTIST 016 THE PICTORIAL LIST 017



ARTIST 018 THE PICTORIAL LIST 019



THE ETERNAL LIGHT

Photography and words by Arlene Gottfried
Courtesy of the Gottfried Family and Dewi Lewis Publishing

One Sunday afternoon in August an abandoned gas station on New York’s Lower East Side played host to a
Gospel Fest. Where cars had once come to refuel, there was now a stage. Enclosed by a cyclone fence, and covered
in all sorts of rusty junk, this was a far cry from the sacred ambience of a church.

It was an afternoon filled with singing. At the end a large choir got on stage. Their sound was so grand and
passionate that I was drawn nearer, unable to resist their magnetism. Afterwards, I walked over to a small group
of them and asked if I could photograph the choir. It was Monique who said, “You’ll have to ask him,” pointing
to the guy who had been directing them. The air was still full of intensity as I went over to him and said how
much I had enjoyed the music “Could I photograph your choir?” I asked. He handed me their card - to this day
it remains on my bulletin board - leaned forward with a large friendly smile and said, “Call me.”I tried once, but
other projects got in the way and I never followed it through.
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A RL E N E
GOTTFRIED

THE SINGING
PHOTOGRAPHER

1950 - 2017

Photography and words by

Karen Ghostlaw Pomarico

Arlene Gottfried’s ‘Eternal Light’ continues to
burn bright, illuminating her contribution to
photography. With the diligent efforts of family and
dear friends, Arlene’s work will inspire generations
of photographers for years to come. Caring for such
an extensive and valuable archive is a daunting task.

When you enter the archive, you are surrounded by
Arlene. Floor-to-ceiling shelves line the walls, fully
filled with negatives, Kodachrome, and Ektachrome
reverse process slide films, along with hundreds of
photo paper boxes filled with meticulously printed
photographs. You feel Arlene’s presence surrounding
you, knowing each photo box was opened by her,
the prints were carefully and artfully created in the
darkroom with her hands, and her photographs were
organized in series that often tell amazing stories.
Besides the physical space needed to safely house
these irreplaceable gems, there is the time-consuming
process of digitally documenting and cataloging all
of Arlene’s work, making it accessible to a broader
audience.

ARLENE GOTTFRIED 022
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Photography and words by Hazel Hankin

Coney Island was always part of my life as a

New Yorker.

As a child growing up in Brooklyn, it was a place of
wonder to me. Alluring, a little bit scary, a dazzle of
exotic sights, sounds, and tastes — it was a world that
seemed to exist completely outside of normal life. In
my teens, I made nighttime jaunts with friends to go
on rides and eat at Nathan’s.

Coney Island was in decline in the late 1970s
when I made it the subject of my first long-term
photography project. In my mid-twenties by this
time, the amusement park theatrics still drew me
in. But I was also interested in using my camera to
explore what was behind the carnivalesque fagade. I
loved Coney Island for its pluck, for its funk. I was
touched by its air of faded glory, amused by its visual
ironies, and heartened at the persistence of its unique
brand of popular culture, carrying on stubbornly in
the face of poverty and neglect. New York City was
in a fiscal crisis, but hard times notwithstanding, the
people still came. They rode the subway to the end of

the line to scream on the Cyclone, swing in the sky on
the Wonder Wheel, and wolf down Nathan’s franks,

fries, and clams. Summertime. Sand in their shoes.

THE PICTORIAL LIST

In the 1980s, artists who were dedicated to preserving
Coney Island’s oftbeat spirit played an important role
in helping lift it out of its deepest downturn. Dick
Zigun's Mermaid Parade was born in 1983 and is now
the largest art parade in the country. I became part
of the Coney Island Hysterical Society, a pioneering
troupe of artists who created art in, for, and about
Coney Island. One of their efforts was ‘Spookhouse’
— a transformation of a former dark ride into a ride-

thru gallery in the dark.

Like New York City itself, Coney Island has multiple
layers of history and character. Powerful real estate
interests and the politicians who serve them have
always been part of its story. It has survived the Great
Depression, the Great Recession, the 1918 pandemic,
and Superstorm Sandy. The amusement park was shut
down for the entire 2020 season due to the Covid
pandemic. But it’s back again, still a happening thing,
the amusement area run largely by families who have
been there for generations.

Whatever the future brings for Coney Island, I hope
that America’s beloved, iconic amusement park will
thrive with its distinctive character intact. And as long
as I'm able to, I'll be going there, camera in hand.
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“I never wanted to be a girl. | just wanted to be a cowboy with red lipstick. Now, far away from Texas and all the “Working hard is easy for us, but winding down takes time. Electronics stay out of the bedroom so we can

religious repression of my youth in the 70s, I feel powerful and free.” recharge the natural way, in each other’s arms.”
Dale — Age 48 Karen & Christopher
East Village, New York Brooklyn, New York
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A GATED COMMUNITY

Photography and words by Daniel Martinez

In the heart of the Bronx, where opportunities
can be scarce, I discovered a passion
that transcended the boundaries of my

neighborhood.

‘A Gated Community’ is more than a photo series;
it’s a visual journey capturing the vibrant soul of
my local basketball courts. Growing up here, I
realized that not everyone had access to diverse
career paths. When I picked up a camera at 15
years old, it not only kept me out of trouble but also
opened my friends’ eyes to the world of photography.

‘A Gated Community’ immerses you in the
heartbeat of our summers, showcasing the emotions,
bonds, and unique camaraderie found on these
courts. It’s not just about documenting moments
but providing my community with an artistic
experience they wouldn't have access to otherwise.

From the project’s inception in 2014 until now, the
subjects in my photos have experienced the inevitable
passage of time — some have passed away, others
have relocated from the Bronx, and a few embraced
fatherhood. Witnessing these diverse life journeys
only deepened the significance of this project for
me. Despite the negative perceptions associated with
growing up in the Bronx, the reality is that, like any
community, we are a collective of individuals striving
to carve out identities and make a mark in the world.

My goal extends beyond the lens — I aim to bring
the arts to my small neighborhood, unveiling the
beauty that exists amid challenges. As I work towards
completing ‘A Gated Community’, I envision an
art show within the very basketball court that
inspired it all. I want people to feel the authenticity
and rawness captured in every photo, showcasing
the true essence of the community that raised me.
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WE ASKED THE PICTORIAL COMMUNITY

WHAT DOES
NEW YORK
MEAN TO YOU?



Going for a ride on the NYC Subway Fashion Line.

ALEXANDRA AVLONITIS
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My favorite thing about New York is the people, because I think they’re misunderstood and I don’t think
people realize how kind New York people are - Bill Murray and me.

AMY HOROWITZ

@

T DLW
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Eclipsed by the moon in Times Square!

B JANE LEVINE
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NYC: Where all great romance movies are made.

WILLIE VELAZQUEZ
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MELANIE MEGGS

KAREN GHOSTLAW POMARICO

KARIN SVADLENAK GOMEZ
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BILL LACEY

IBI GOWON

JOHN ST.
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THE PICTORIAL LIST was born
with a mission close to its heart: to
nurture and celebrate the global
community of photographers and visual
storytellers. Inspired by the Pictorialist
movement, we set out to support
photographers worldwide, providing
them with a creative platform to share
their unique photographic expressions.

Our inaugural book is a love letter from
our vibrant photography community in
the state of New York. From the quiet
corners of small towns to the bustling
streets of the city, from iconic landmarks
to breathtaking landscapes, we celebrate
76 photographers exploring the nuances
of New York, capturing the essence of
what drives the Pictorialists of today. Let
their unique visual storytelling inspire
you to rediscover the beautiful diversity
of NewYorkin newways through thelens.

MELANIE MEGGS &
KAREN GHOSTLAW POMARICO

WWW.THEPICTORIAL-LIST.COM



