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AADR – Art Architecture Design Research – verbindet anspruchs-
volles Denken und Tun, Philo sophie und Kreativität, mit hochwer-
tigen Publikationen. 

AADR veröffentlicht künstlerische, kreative und kunstgeschicht-
liche Forschung von international aufstrebenden und führenden 
Forschern und Forschungsgruppen am Puls der aktuellen Erkennt-
nisse in Kunst, Architektur, Design, Philosophie und Geschichte.

AADR-Bücher werden weltweit vertrieben und sind in Fachbuch-
handlungen in Europa, Nordamerika, Asien, Aus tralien und Neu-
seeland erhältlich.

Curatorial Editor 

The curatorial editor Professor Dr Rochus Urban Hinkel established AADR 
together with Spurbuchverlag in late 2012. The curatorial editor is sup-
ported by an Editorial Advisory Board and an Academic Advisory Board, 
with well-established academics from art, architecture, design, philosophy 
and related fields.

AADR – leading publications on 
contemporary discourse and cutting-edge 
research in art, architecture and design

AADR – führende Publikationen zum 
aktuellem Diskurs und zeitgenössischen 
Entwicklungen in Kunst, Architektur und 
Design

AADR – Art Architecture Design Research – combines the highest 
quality of thinking and making, of philosophy and creative work, 
with publications of an excellent quality.

AADR publishes international artistic, creative and historical  
research for emerging and estab lished researchers and research 
collectives located at the forefront of current explorations in art, 
architecture, design, philosophy, history and related fields.

AADR books are promoted worldwide and are available in  
specialized bookstores in Europe, North America, Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand.

AADR – world-leading publications on contemporary discourse 
and cutting-edge research in art, architecture, and design.

Published by Spurbuch 

AADR is published by Spurbuchverlag, an independent German publisher  
established in Bamberg in 1982. Inspired by ‘Spur‘, which translates as 
path or trace, Spurbuch’s Art, Architecture and Design Research (AADR) 
forges new pathways across the trandisciplinary fields, to explore and 
promote innovative relations between creative practice and re search. 
With almost 40 years of publishing experience and with over 400 
successfully published titles, Spurbuch has established a formidable  
expertise in creative and artistic research in art, architecture, design and 
related fields.

Worldwide Distribution

AADR books are promoted worldwide and are available in specialized 
bookstores in Europe, North America, Asia, Australia and New Zealand. 
Please check our website for global distribution partners. Publication 
formats include the AADR series, individual books, as well as journals and 
magazines in cooperation with renown universities and research networks.
You can also order all books directly through the publisher Spurbuch‘s 
webshop, delivered by priority mail.

Epistemic Artefacts 
This book transports you to the 
fascinating landscape of epistemic 
artifacts, revealing how they shape 
our understanding of architecture 
and redefine the rules of perception 
in the pursuit of harmony between 
art and science.

The Detroit Great Game 
"The Detroit Great Game" is a 
captivating narrative that unveils 
the secrets of the city's recovery, 
offering a unique perspective on 
architectural resurgence amidst 
socio-cultural transformations.

More Water
Less Land
New Architecture 
"More Water, Less Land" introduces a 
groundbreaking direction in architec-
ture, where water becomes a key 
element of the environment. This 
book unveils pioneering projects and 
concepts, uniting nature and architec-
ture in the quest to create sustainable 
and awe-inspiring living spaces.

Print Architecture 
This book portrays the moment in 
time the when Additive Manufactur-
ing (AM) made the leap from the 
scale of product design to the dimen-
sion of entire buildings. This book 
seeks to shed light on those ingredi-
ents and how they together form 
novel technologies.

Epistemic Artefacts
A Dialogical Reflection
on Design Research in
Architecture 
Matthias Ballestrem
and Lidia Gasperoni

Print edition
ISBN 978-3-88778-629-8
 
available as e-book

Print! Architecture
Oliver Tessmann 
Ulrich Knaack 
Chris Borg Costanzi 
Philipp L. Rosendahl
Bastian Wibranek

Print edition
ISBN 978-3-88778-619-9

available as e-book

The Detroit Great Game
Explorations around
architectural
design and its agency
Valeria Federighi
Edoardo Bruno

Print edition
ISBN 978-3-88778-621-2

available as e-book

More Water
Less Land
New Architecture
Sea level rise and the future
of coastal urbanism
Weston Wright

Print edition
ISBN 978-3-88778-588-8

available as e-book
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Edited by
Xi Ye

The Dual Approach in Architectural Design, and Contemporary 
Chinese Resonances

Xi Ye is an academic at the Faculty of Humanities and Arts at Macau 
University of Scienceand Technology. Her research focuses on architec-
tural and cultural criticism. Her recentpublications include ‘Reviving 
a sense of poetry: assessing Wang Shu’s contemporarydesign 
practice’ (Architectural Research Quarterly, 2022). Xi Ye holds a 
Master of Artsin Urban Design from Cardiff University, UK and a PhD 
in architecture from NewcastleUniversity, UK.

Conceptual and Pragmatic explores the tension between architects’ 
intellectual idealsand expressions and the everyday experience of 
architecture and its practice. The bookalternates between the subjec-
tivity and sensory experiences of the user, including itsrelationship to 
popular culture, tectonics, and vernacular architecture. Reflecting on 
theprocesses of concept-making and the cultural meaning of architec-
ture, and their impacton architectural design, Xi Ye evaluates the 
influence of Western architecture on Chinesearchitectural practice 
and the tension of the former with Chinese cultural traditions 
andsocial conditions.

ISBN 978-3-88778-634-2

208 pages | size 18,5 x 24 cm
hardcover
DE 34, – € | AT 42,00 €

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-843-8
12,99 €

CONCEPTUAL AND PRAGMATIC
THE DUAL APPROACH IN ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN, AND CONTEMPORARY

CHINESE RESONANCES

Imaginaries on Matter – Tools, Materials, Origins, promotes an innovative 
architectural research agenda that connects historical-cultural written research 
with digitally led material explorations.
The common thread is the notion of the material imagination, disclosed in the 
reverie, or material daydream, which challenges overly pragmatic or unreflec-
tive material choices within current architectural practice. In bonding our 
imagination directly with matter while also confronting new technologies, this 
book promotes strategies by which architects’ and builders’ future relations 
with materials can stay rooted within the deeper concerns of cultural meaning.
Imaginaries on Matter includes interviews with Aulets Arquitectes, Alibi Studio, 
Ensamble Studio, Geometria, Helen & Hard, KieranTimberlake, Supermanoeu-
vre, and Vandkunsten, as well as a postscript by David Leatherbarrow.
If there ever was a time when materials didn’t matter to architects in their 

design work and theory, it is certainly not today. This book joins step with the 

increasing number of studies that see the building’s material reality as the site 

and soil of both productive creativity and rich experience – dethroning shape 

and style. In its layout and arguments, we see ways of restoring matter to its 

proper role and place in architecture: formative and native, also strangely 
familiar and silently understood.

David Leatherbarrow, Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania
While contemporary architectural writing over�ows with talk of materiality, 

surprisingly little of it engages with actual materials – their resistance, their 

affordance, and the imagination they fuel. This book is a rare exception, 

exploring the richness and complexity of materials and our dealings with them.

 
Mari Hvattum, Professor of Architecture, The Oslo
School of Architecture and Design
 
This enthralling collection of essays takes the reader on an extraordinary quest 

through materiality and matter, inviting us to discover a perceptually rich form 

of bold and substantial architectures in marble, timber, concrete. The juxtaposi-

tion of theory, research, archival illustrations, creative works and cutting-edge 

technologies such as robotics and advanced fabrication creates a mesmerizing 

fusion of past and present. These material imaginations �rmly anchor us in the 

world, igniting our dreams and inspiring us to explore the boundless possibili-

ties of materials with joy and fascination.

 
Dagmar Reinhardt, Associate Professor of Architecture,
The University of Sydney.

Edited by
Thomas Bo Jensen, 
Carolina Dayer, 
Jonathan Foote

IMAGINARIES ON MATTER:
TOOLS, MATERIALS, ORIGINS

ISBN 978-3-88778-637-3

256 pages | size 20 x 25 cm
softcover
DE 48, – € | AT 48,00 €

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-845-2
12,99 €
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EPISTEMIC ARTEFACTS

Architectural artefacts are negotiated as epistemic objects, an 
autonomous and innovative form of knowledge capable of inaugurat-
ing and institutionalising architectural research. The backbone of this 
publication is a dialogue between the architect Matthias Ballestrem 
and the philosopher and architectural theorist Lidia Gasperoni. In a 
vibrant discussion, they consider the epistemic value of the architec-
tural artefact, the role of research practices in making this knowledge 
explicit and accessible, and the criteria for qualifying as design-based 
research.

Alex Arteaga, Fabrizia Berlingieri, Peter Bertram, Helga Blocksdorf, 
Anđelka Bnin-Bninski, Marta Fernández Guardado, Joerg Fingerhut, 
Anke Haarmann, Rolf Hughes, Rachel Hurst, Daniel Norell, Tomas 
Ooms, Claus Peder Pedersen, Tim Simon-Meyer, and Philip Ursprung 
have added short comments and images to enrich the arguments 
with criticism, extensions, associations, and references. An afterword 
by Marcelo Stamm provides a theoretical reflection on a possible 
taxonomy of epistemic artefacts.

A DIALOGICAL REFLECTION ON DESIGN RESEARCH IN ARCHITECTURE

Edited by
Matthias Ballestrem

Lidia Gasperoni

In recent years, design-based and design-driven research has given 
rise to several academic initiatives in the field of university pedagogy, 
especially in the development of doctoral research and specific 
programmes aimed at design-based and design-driven doctorates. As 
teachers and researchers in architecture, we have gradually become 
part of this discourse in recent years. From our initial contact with the 
Practice Based Research Programme at RMIT and the corresponding 
ADAPT-r project at European universities, to Matthias’s co-founding 
of the PEP programme for design-based doctorates at TU Berlin, to 
our joint participation in the CA2RE conferences and the CA2RE+ 
programme, we have become part of a discursive space in which the 
different perspectives and methodologies of “design-based”, 
“design-led”, “practice-based” research in architecture, design, and 
art have been in constant productive exchange.

Produced with the support of HafenCity University HCU

ISBN 978-3-88778-629-8

192 pages | size 12,5 x 21 cm
softcover
DE 34, – € | AT 35,00 €

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-839-1
12,99 €

256 pages | size 21 x 25cm
softcover
numerous illustrations in colour
DE 44, – € | AT 45,30 €

Turning ideas into successful and disruptive technologies is an extremely 
context-sensitive process. Place, time, resources and parallel innovations 
in adjacent fields need to fall together to ignite innovation. This book 
portrays such a moment in time when Additive manufacturing (AM) made 
the leap from the scale of product design to the dimension of entire 
buildings.

We live in a time when 3D printing has matured from a hobbyist and 
prototyping tool to a technology with potential to disrupt entire industries 
in and around the built environment. The developments in additive 
manufacturing are transforming architecture and design no less than they 
impact engineering and construction. The book portrays the rapid advanc-
es in research and industrial processes that have paved the road for this 

Edited by
Oliver Tessmann
Ulrich Knaack
Chris Borg Costanzi
Philipp Rosendahl
Bastian Wibranek

upheaval. In five chapters that cover historical development, engineering 
aspects, the digital design process, interactions with other technologies 
and potential for functionalization through additive manufacturing, the 
editors have curated a text that illustrates how a complex network of 
actors inspires and influences each other to make this technological 
transformation possible.

The book follows the trail of scientists who prove the technology’s 
viability and documents design explorations, prototypes and entire 
buildings that are demonstrating their readiness for the commercial 
market.

ISBN 978-3-88778-619-9

PRINT!
ARCHITECTURE
YOU CANNOT RESIST AN IDEA
WHO’S TIME HAS COME - VICTOR HUGO

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-842-1
15,99 €
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176 pages | size 17 x 24 cm
softcover
DE 38,00 € | AT 39,10 €

MORE WATER
LESS LAND

NEW ARCHITECTURE

Climate change, and the inevitability of sea level rise, will require much 
more of us than simply pulling back from the coastline. The thesis of 
Weston Wright’s More Water Less Land New Architecture is that we need 
to start thinking in an entirely different way about the relationship of 
cities to waterfront sites and of the relationship of buildings to water, 
which means rethinking many of architecture’s implicit premises. If 
architecture has been confrontational with water – think bold towers 
erected beside the sea, as if to dare the water to challenge them – 
Wright’s argument is that we will need to be modest, accommodating, 
and accepting of the power and presence of water if our cities are to 
survive. He knows that nature is stronger than we are, and that best 
chance mankind has to build successfully will be to build with, not 
against, the reality of water. This is an important book, not least because 
its quiet, sober tone balances natural history with architectural history, 
and reaches across the world to show examples of architecture that 
accommodates to the water ranging from small vernacular houses on 
stilts to huge megastructures anchored like islands in the sea. Although 
Wright’s argument transcends aesthetics or style, his book is, in the end, 
a case for the strength that comes from restraint, and perhaps even for 
the lasting power of gentleness.

Paul Goldberger
The New School’s Joseph Urban Professor of Design

SEA LEVEL RISE AND THE FUTURE OF COASTAL URBANISM
Weston Wright

Forewords by Kenneth Frampton and Ana Tostoes
Afterwords by Karsten Harries and Rasmus Waern

Weston Wright has put together a truly valuable, thought provoking, and 
original collection of ideas, stories, and images that are designed to make 
us more comfortable with living near, on, and with water in the coming 
decades. He has managed to encapsulate his insights into concise, illustra-
tive presentations that flow into each other, making his book short, 
compact, and compelling. In this book, Wright is paving the way or rather, 
building a bridge, into an emerging coastal architecture and coastal 

urbanism that he already seems comfortable and familiar with, urging us 
to catch up with him and to sail along for the adventure. This book is a 
wonderful exhibit of realistic, down-to-earth, evidence-based futurism.

Shlomo Angel
Professor of City Planning
The Marron Institute of Urban Management at New York University

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-841-4
12,99 €

192 pages
size 17 x 24 cm
softcover
DE 38,00 €

THE DETROIT 
GREAT GAME 

“The Detroit Great Game presents a captivating and timely pedagogi-
cal experiment and offers a much-needed rethinking of the playful 
dimension of architectural education. Federighi and Bruno offer a fresh 
pragmatist perspective to the reality of project making tracing the 
contingencies, negotiations, documentary exchange, promises and 
contextual complexities of architecture in the making. Vividly written and 
filled with insightful examples and innovative graphics, it is a must-read 
for every student, academic and practitioner in Architecture.” 

Albena Yaneva, University of Manchester

EXPLORATIONS AROUND ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN AND ITS AGENCY
Valeria Federighi, Edoardo Bruno

“The Detroit Great Game demonstrates that no architectural project is 
autonomous from the world and that all projects catapult their players 
into an unpredictable future. It follows that all projects are susceptible to 
the vicissitudes of contingent encounters and unexpected roadblocks. 
Such is the great game of designing worlds on fields of immanence where 
documents and contracts hold equal weight to material objects. Groping 
experimentation and experience come first, know-how and knowledge 
afterwards. Enjoy this great game! Play it seriously!” 

Hélène Frichot, University of Melbourne

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-840-7
12,99 €
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Wright’s argument is that we will need to be modest, accommodating, 
and accepting of the power and presence of water if our cities are to 
survive. He knows that nature is stronger than we are, and that best 
chance mankind has to build successfully will be to build with, not 
against, the reality of water. This is an important book, not least because 
its quiet, sober tone balances natural history with architectural history, 
and reaches across the world to show examples of architecture that 
accommodates to the water ranging from small vernacular houses on 
stilts to huge megastructures anchored like islands in the sea. Although 
Wright’s argument transcends aesthetics or style, his book is, in the end, 
a case for the strength that comes from restraint, and perhaps even for 
the lasting power of gentleness.

Paul Goldberger
The New School’s Joseph Urban Professor of Design

SEA LEVEL RISE AND THE FUTURE OF COASTAL URBANISM
Weston Wright

Forewords by Kenneth Frampton and Ana Tostoes
Afterwords by Karsten Harries and Rasmus Waern

Weston Wright has put together a truly valuable, thought provoking, and 
original collection of ideas, stories, and images that are designed to make 
us more comfortable with living near, on, and with water in the coming 
decades. He has managed to encapsulate his insights into concise, illustra-
tive presentations that flow into each other, making his book short, 
compact, and compelling. In this book, Wright is paving the way or rather, 
building a bridge, into an emerging coastal architecture and coastal 

urbanism that he already seems comfortable and familiar with, urging us 
to catch up with him and to sail along for the adventure. This book is a 
wonderful exhibit of realistic, down-to-earth, evidence-based futurism.

Shlomo Angel
Professor of City Planning
The Marron Institute of Urban Management at New York University

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-841-4
12,99 €

192 pages
size 17 x 24 cm
softcover
DE 38,00 €

THE DETROIT 
GREAT GAME 

“The Detroit Great Game presents a captivating and timely pedagogi-
cal experiment and offers a much-needed rethinking of the playful 
dimension of architectural education. Federighi and Bruno offer a fresh 
pragmatist perspective to the reality of project making tracing the 
contingencies, negotiations, documentary exchange, promises and 
contextual complexities of architecture in the making. Vividly written and 
filled with insightful examples and innovative graphics, it is a must-read 
for every student, academic and practitioner in Architecture.” 

Albena Yaneva, University of Manchester

EXPLORATIONS AROUND ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN AND ITS AGENCY
Valeria Federighi, Edoardo Bruno

“The Detroit Great Game demonstrates that no architectural project is 
autonomous from the world and that all projects catapult their players 
into an unpredictable future. It follows that all projects are susceptible to 
the vicissitudes of contingent encounters and unexpected roadblocks. 
Such is the great game of designing worlds on fields of immanence where 
documents and contracts hold equal weight to material objects. Groping 
experimentation and experience come first, know-how and knowledge 
afterwards. Enjoy this great game! Play it seriously!” 

Hélène Frichot, University of Melbourne

Also available
as e-book: 
ISBN 978-3-88778-840-7
12,99 €
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